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an intricate ribbed vaulted ceiling and 
a magnificent fire mantel. The property 
also incorporates a 16th century cottage, 
which fronted Puddingmoor before the 
front section of  the house you now see 
was added in the 18th century. You enter 
directly off  the street into the Georgian 
section of  the house with a lovely wide 
reception hall complete with a fireplace 
and off  left is one of  the current vendor’s 
favourite rooms, a panelled sitting 
room with a secret door through to the 
next room and alcove. There is a good 
sized country kitchen quite different in 
style again from the Georgian front of  
the house and then you walk through 
to a marvellous galleried rear hallway 
with a Victorian mosaic tiled floor. 
An elaborate staircase takes you to a 
stunning galleried landing and there 
are seven bedrooms over two floors. The 
current vendor has of  course made some 
cosmetic changes; gone are the rich 
painted red wall and Regency yellow and 
greens but otherwise everything is just as 
impressive as all those years ago. Sadly 
the weather was far too inclement on my 
visit to explore the garden in detail but 
there is a lovely rear lawn which goes 
down to a private 70ft mooring as well as 
a courtyard with off  street parking and a 
garage. Just as breathtaking as first time 
round!

St Peter’s House, Beccles is for sale  
for £825,000 with Musker McIntyre on 
01502 710180.

Home of the week 
in association with:

Be careful when 
signing on the 
bottom line

My husband’s business is not doing 
well at the moment and the bank 
tells him that if he wants to borrow 
any more money he will have to put 
up our home as security. He tells 
me I will have to sign some papers, 
although the business is nothing to 
do with me. Why is this?
It sounds like the bank want to put a 
charge (mortgage) on your home, so 
that they will have the benefit of the 
property as security in the event that your 
husband’s business fails.

What would this mean?
If the business fails, you could lose the 
property. If any payments to the bank are 
not met, they can enforce the mortgage by 
taking court proceedings to evict you and 
any other occupiers from the property in 
order to sell the house, in order to obtain 
repayment of the money owing to them.

Should I refuse to sign? I don’t want to 
risk the family being homeless! 
Difficult decision. Before signing, you 
will need independent legal advice and 
you will need to ask your husband for 
full details of the business’s borrowings 
and other liabilities so you can weigh up 
the risks yourself. You may need to take 
advice from an accountant. Do also bear 
in mind that the charge can secure all 
monies owing by your husband or his 
business to the bank,including further 
advances and existing loans that you may 
not be aware of.

What if my husband insists that I 
sign? 
The bank will need confirmation that 
you are signing of your own free will. 
Otherwise if things go wrong you could 
refuse to vacate the home, claiming that 
you signed under duress or without 
understanding the paperwork. This is why 
the bank insists on your having your own 
solicitor.

What do you think I should do?
You should not agree to the arrangement if 
you think the risks are too great. If you are 
generally willing, but find certain terms 
unacceptable, then you may be able to 
renegotiate certain terms with the bank. 
You will need to assess the likelihood of 
your husband’s business failing before you 
give your consent to the charge. 

Philippa Rudd is head of 
conveyancing and a principal at 
Cozens-Hardy LLP solicitors, Opie 
Street, Norwich, NR1 3DP. You can 
follow Philippa on twitter 
@PhilippaRudd
If you have a question for Philippa 
please email caroline.culot@archant.
co.uk
If you have a legal dilemma please 
always seek  professional advice. 
This column is not a comprehensive 
statement of the law.  
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