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Is it time you made a Will?

In an increasingly complex world, it offers peace of mind to know that you have made sensible
provision for you and your family in the future.

It is easy to put off making a Will, but if you die without having made one, your assets will be
dealt with under the Rules of Intestacy, which divide your estate in a set way.

This may not be in accordance with your wishes - and may not be tax efficient.

If you are married or are in a civil partnership, the first person entitled to your estate under the

Intestacy Rules is your spouse/civil partner, but they will not necessarily inherit everything.

What they inherit depends on the value of your estate and which of your blood relatives
survive you. If you are living with a partner but are not legally married or in a civil partnership,
your partner is not entitled to inherit anything under the Intestacy Rules - it does not matter
how long you have been together or whether you believe you are ‘common law spouses.’

In these circumstances, blood relatives are entitled to inherit everything, leaving your partner
with nothing. If you have stepchildren, they will also not inherit from your estate under the
Intestacy Rules.

Our dedicated Private Client team boasts extensive experience in the legal services of Will

Writing, Estate Planning and Inheritance Tax.

To find out more, please call the team on 01603 625231 or visit www.cozens-hardy.com/wills



tel:+441603625231
https://www.cozens-hardy.com/wills
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FAQS

Do | need to make a Will?

Yes, otherwise, your assets may not go to the people you want them to go to.

What should | do in my Will if | have young children?

You should appoint Guardians and also Trustees who would manage a Trust Fund of money for

the children until they reach 18 years-old. This age can be increased, if you wish.

Who should | appoint as Executors?

Someone trustworthy and organised is the best advice. Cozens-Hardy LLP can act in this
capacity, if necessary. However, unless your Estate is complicated, most people appoint family
members.

Do | need to change my Will when | move house?

Moving house is always a good time to review your Will.
This is particularly the case if you have mentioned your previous property in your Will (Eg: as a
gift.)
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What is the ‘Residuary Estate’

The residue is anything that is remaining, once your debts, tax and legacies have been paid.
This will be usually the substantial part of your Estate and often will go to a spouse, children,

other family members or a charity.
How much does a Will cost?

Costs vary but for a simple will for one person, it costs from £400 plus VAT. Simple ‘mirror’ Wills
(Eg: for husbands and wives) cost from £500 plus VAT. If a Will incorporates a Trust, prices are
from £550 plus VAT for a single Will and from £650 plus VAT for mirror Wills.

For more complicated or specialist Wills, costs are on a time-spent basis.

How can | find out more information?

Alternatively, please click here which takes you to a simple form - if you'd rather just request a

call-back, please leave your name and a contact number and we will call you.

Or, you can call the Private Client team on 01603 625231 or email lawyers@cozens-hardy.com

Please note: We do not pass any information you share with us on to any third parties.


https://www.cozens-hardy.com/contact
https://www.cozens-hardy.com/contact
tel:%20+441603625231
mailto:privateclientdepartment@cozens-hardy.com
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