
Was the deceased legally married? (partners receive nothing)

Yes

Did they have children?

No Yes

Spouse inherits
Were they worth

more than
£250,000?

Yes

No

Overview of laws of Intestacy

Did they have children?

No Yes They inherit

No Yes They inherit

No Yes They inherit

No Yes They inherit

No Yes They inherit

No Yes They inherit

Are the deceased’s parents still alive?

Are there any surviving brothers or sisters?

Any surviving half brothers or half sisters?

Are the deceased’s grandparents still alive?

Any surviving aunts or uncles?

Estate passes
to the crown

Spouse gets the first £250,000.

All personal possessions and half of 
the rest.

Children share the other half.

Held in trust if they are under 18.

The term married or spouse includes
registered civil partners.

No Yes They inherit

Any surviving cousins?


