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The issue of 
noisy festivals
I live in a remote village in the heart of 
the countryside. For the last three years, 
our  peace has been shattered in July by 
a music festival that seems to grow in 
size and volume every year. Please tell 
me how I can try to object to this?

To hold a festival, the landowner and 
organisers will need permission from your 
local council. 

Certain conditions will be attached to the 
permission. As a resident affected by this 
event, you are entitled to speak to the council 
to put your views across and to find out what 
conditions will be imposed on the organisers.
Can we locals get together to try to stop 
the festival altogether?
You should set out your concerns in the 
hope that these will be addressed in a public 
meeting. 

The council may suggest that you get 
together and ask your parish council to 
represent you. 

The council will be trying to ensure 
that the festival has a minimal impact 
on nearby residents; they will be looking 
into road congestion and safety, fire risks, 
crime prevention, monitoring of noise and 
environmental health.

If the noise is very bad this year, can we 
complain to the council or take action 
against the organisers?
If you complain to the Environmental 
Health Officer at the council, they must 
take all reasonable steps to investigate your 
complaint. A statutory nuisance is defined 
in the Environmental Protection Act 1990 
as ‘noise emitted from premises so as to 
be prejudicial to health or a nuisance’. If 
the Environmental Health Officer agrees 
with you, a magistrate may make an order 
preventing further events. If the organiser 
has complied with all the conditions in the 
licence, it is however unlikely that you would 
be successful.
 If we sell our house in the future, will 
we have to disclose the problems to a 
prospective purchaser?
You have to disclose any disputes or the 
receiving or sending of official notices. As the 
festival is only once a year for a brief period it 
would probably not deter a purchaser in any 
event.

Philippa Rudd is head of conveyancing 
at Cozens-Hardy LLP solicitors, Opie 
Street, Norwich, NR1 3DP, 01603 625231, 
tweet @PhilippaRudd If you have a 
question for Philippa, email caroline.
culot@archant.co.uk
This column is not a comprehensive 
statement of the law and you should 
always seek legal advice.

for property in our region, which is very 
heartening. This is all good news amid the doom 
and gloom. We look forward to continuing to 
help colleagues, clients and members of  the 
public with their property requirements and are 
looking forward to our autumn sale.” 
For further information please contact Peter 
Hornor at Brown & Co on 01603 629871.

For the full results - see the auction section on 
page 46.
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Auctioneer Bryan Baxter is used to 
travelling across the UK from his home 
in Norfolk - but he will soon be packing 
his suitcase for a very special trip to 
bring down the gavel - in India.

Mr Baxter will be holding the very 
first Auction House auction in Delhi 
in August as part of a new business 
scheme dreamed up long before Brexit. 
Such is the demand for property 
auctions in India where homes tend 
to get sold in this way only by large 
banks and not agents, Auction House, 
which operates a franchise model, 
were approached over a year ago by 
a joint venture company. And after 
researching the market, they are 
holding a sale in August expected to 
have up to 50 lots. Mr Baxter will be 

taking the podium and auctioning the 
properties, most of which are family 
homes apparently fairly comparable in 
price to those in Norwich.  Mr Baxter 
said: “I will be holding the auction in 
English and I don’t really know what 
to expect, to be honest. Interestingly, 
the homes were are selling are family 
homes in good districts in Delhi and 
the suburbs and we are looking at 
anything comparable in price from 
about £100,000 to about £400,000.”

Roger Lake, director of Auction 
House UK, which has its base in 
Cringleford, Norwich, said they were 
hoping for at least 20 lots but with the 
auction model much bigger in India, it 
was possible they would have as many 
as 50 lots. He said: “Selling property 

by auction is the dominant and 
preferred way in Australia and New 
Zealand. It’s also popular in America 
and in Great Britain. But until now it 
has not been made widely available 
in India – which is crazy because it 
can be so much faster, and provides 
certainty to both seller and buyer. 
Indians living abroad know the 
system and are prolific users of 
it. Now it’s time to bring property 
auctions to their home country.

“India has a population over 20 

times that of the UK so the market 
opportunity is enormous and Indians 
living in this country are big users and 
supporters of auctions. It is currently 
an untapped market as public auctions 
of land and property don’t currently 
happen out there.”

Auction House India 
plans to launch the 
service in Delhi 
but then extend 
the offering to 
other Tier 1 cities. 
The company 
believes that it 
is the speed and 
simplicity of the system 
that makes it so attractive. 
Mr Lake added: “Not only are 
auction property sales quick, 
simple and effective but the 
exchange of contracts takes 
place automatically 
at the moment 
the auctioneer 
declares ‘sold’. 
There is no 
turning back 
for the buyer 
or the seller, so 
both parties are 
committed. It’s an 

increasingly popular method of buying 
and selling property all over the world – 
and we want to make sure that India is 
able to take full advantage of the speed 
and certainty the process offers.”

For those not wishing to 
venture quite so far away, 

the next and nearest 
Auction House sale is 

in Norwich on July 21. 
For more information 

contact them on 01603 
505100. 

Taking homes under the 
hammer in...India

If you complain to the 
Environmental Health Officer 
at the council, they must 
take all reasonable steps to 
investigate your complaint. 


